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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims, in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A tip section for customizing a cue stick, the tip section 
comprising: 

(a) a single-piece tapered hellow-rnetallic tube havin g a hollow bocjy ter minating in a 
first end and a second end , said hollow bod y be ing defined bv a wall capable of self-s u pport and 
of carrying re ouired physical loads arising durinq_use t th e tubo said wall having an exterior 
providing a substantially smooth surfac e, said s&cond end permi tting connection to_a butt 
section of the cue stick- th e tube hav i ng a wn ll <c npih lo nf c p jf r*nppr>rt anH nf ferrying nnqinrnH 
physical loads arising during us e; 

(b) a cu^ tio T having a thr eaded body, for a -fifs^attachment sit e adjac o nt to a t^said 
first end for conn e cting s aid tub e to a cuo tip ; and 

{g) a socond attachm e nt sito adjacent to said second e nd for oonn e cting s aid tub e- to 

a butt s e ction 

fc) a plurality of insertable a ugmenting elements for interacting with locating means 



wlthlrLsaid hollow body to permit sel ective placement and fixation of ^ aid pfurafitv of a ugmenting 
elements within said hollow body to selectivel y adjust at least two of w eight, balan c^J] QX and 
tactile feedbac k, of the cue stick to customize the cue stick in accordance with a use^s 



Claim 2 (currently amended) The tip section of claim ' L. wherein said, plurality of insertable 
augmenting elements include a sel ection of w ei ghts and stiffening members, further comprising 
an-au gm e nting ele mont cocurobl e to an int e rior pos i tion within th e ho l low tubo, said augmenting 
e l e m e nt - boing c o loct e d from th e group comprising : a w e ight and a s tiff e ning -membor; 

wh e r e in placom e nt of caid augment i ng ele m e nt t a ilors - an oporationo l charact e ristic of 

Claim 3 (currently amended) The tip section of claim 2-1_wherein said locating means include 
an interior taper in said hollo w body for interaction witb-correspondinqly tapered placement -of 



preference . 
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said -lnsertable augmenting ele m e nt elements sized for their selective p lacement , at desired 
locations along the interior taper of said hollow body , i n th e i nt e rior pos i tion within the ho l low 
tub e i s d e t e rmin e d by matching the tub e ' s i nner diamotor at th e d e sir e p l ocoment within th e 
tube w i th th e augm e nting ele ment's out e r d i am e t e r. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) The tip section of claim L wherein theheHew-tube Is composed of 
a metal selected from the group consisting of: lightweight steel, polished aluminum, magnesium 
alloy and stainless steel. 

Claim 5 (cancelled) 

Claim 6 (currently amended) The tip section of claim 5-2»_whereln said stiffening member-is 
members are between 1 and 10 inches tefl gjn length . 

Claim 7 (currently amended) The tip section of claim 4-2, wherein said stiffening membor is 
members are composed of o motorial materials selected from the groups consisting of wood, 
plastic, high-tensile metal, lightweight steel, aluminum, magnesium alloy and stainless steel. 

Claim 8 (cancelled) 

Claim 9 (currently amended) The tip section of claim 1 wherein th e substantia ll y smooth - 
s urfiaoe - said exterior o f the tube i s provided b\Lone_of -sele ct e d of th e group comprising : chrome- 
plating, polished aluminum, titanium, hlgh-gloss-finis h finishing , and polishing. 

Claim 10 (cancelled) 

Claim 11 (currently amended) A kit for customizing a tip section of a cue stick, the kit 
comprising: 

(a) a single-piece tapered hollow metallic tube having a first end and a second end, 
said first end having a first attachment site for attaching a cue tip having a threadedbodv. said 
second end h aving an attachment site for connecti on, to a butt section of the cue stink, tha 
holfow tube having an exterior providing a substantially smooth surface, the hollow t ube having 
a wall capable of self-support and of carrying required physical loads arising during use Land 

(b) a plurality of augmenting elements, including weights and stiffening members, 
contoured lor insertion and fixation within the hollow tube at selectable positions determined bv 
cooperation with loc ating means within the hollow tube to sejectivelv adjus t at least two _of 
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weight, balance, fle x^aod tactile feedback of the cue stick for custom ization of the cue stick in 

accordance with a user's.prefere.nce.l M Q fi r st attachm e nt sit e adjacent to said first e nd fo r 

conn e ct i ng sa i d tubo to a cu e t i p; and 

(g) a second attachment si t e a dj a c e nt to s e co n d o nd for conn e cting B aid tub e to a 

butt section. 

Claim 12 (cancelled) 

Claim 13 (currently amended) The kit of claim 11 wherein p l ac e m e nt of said augmenting 
elements are selectively sized to correspond to desired locations along an interior taper of the 
hollow tube, ele m e nt i n th e int e rior po s ition within th e hnllo\ A aube i s d e t a rmin fl ri hy mntr J i i ng thn 
s tub e 's I nn e r dla FB o t or at th e d es ir e p l a ce m e nt with i n th e tub e with th e a ugm e nti n g - o l c meflfe 
o ut e r diam e t e r. 

Claim 14 (new) The kit of claim 11, wherein said locating means include a selection of 
insertable locators for selectively positioning and spacing said augmenting members within the 
hollow tube. 

Claim 15 (new) The kit of claim 1 1 , further comprising a selection of cue tips. 

Claim 16 (new) The tip section of claim 1, wherein said locating means include insertable 
locators for selectively positioning and spacing said augmenting members within the hollow 
body. 
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